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The cruising guide to the northern leeward
Island Updated Version

The cruising guide to the northern Leeward Islands offers sailors an unparalleled experience
navigating through some of the most stunning and diverse cruising grounds in the Caribbean.
Whether you're a seasoned sailor or a first-time visitor, this comprehensive guide provides essential
insights into the best anchorages, must-see attractions, safety tips, and logistical considerations for
exploring these idyllic islands. From the lush landscapes of Antigua to the vibrant culture of St. Kitts,
the northern Leeward Islands promise a memorable voyage filled with natural beauty, rich history,
and warm Caribbean hospitality.

Introduction to the Northern Leeward Islands

The northern Leeward Islands form part of the Lesser Antilles archipelago and are renowned for
their pristine beaches, clear turquoise waters, and friendly maritime communities. This region
includes several key islands such as Antigua, Barbuda, Saint Kitts, Nevis, and Montserrat. Its
strategic location and favorable wind conditions make it an ideal cruising ground for sailors seeking
both adventure and relaxation.

Why Cruise the Northern Leeward Islands?

- Diverse anchorages and protected harbors

- Rich cultural heritage and historical sites

- Favorable sailing conditions with steady trade winds

- Vibrant local communities and friendly locals

- Beautiful natural scenery including volcanic landscapes, beaches, and coral reefs

Planning Your Cruise in the Northern Leeward Islands

Proper planning ensures a safe and enjoyable voyage. Here are key elements to consider:

Best Time to Cruise

The prime cruising season runs from December to April when the weather is dry, winds are steady,

and hurricane risk is minimal. The summer months (June to September) tend to be wetter and more
prone to storms, so plan accordingly.
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Necessary Documentation and Customs

- Valid passports for all travelers

- Clearance from local authorities (arranged at entry ports)

- Awareness of visa requirements depending on your nationality
- Cruising permits or boat documentation

Navigation Charts and Resources

Utilize up-to-date navigational charts, electronic navigation systems, and cruising guides. Local
marinas and harbor masters can provide current information on hazards and port procedures.

Key Islands and Their Highlights
Each island in the northern Leeward group offers its unigue attractions and cruising experiences.
Antigua and Barbuda

Known as the "Sailing Capital of the Caribbean,"” Antigua boasts over 365 beaches and a lively
yachting scene.

Top Highlights:
- Nelson's Dockyard: a historic maritime museum and marina
- Antigua Yacht Club Marina
- Shirley Heights: panoramic views and Sunday evening parties

- Deep Bay and Green Island for snorkeling and diving

Anchorages & Moorings:

- English Harbour

- Falmouth Harbour
- Deep Bay

- Freeman?s Bay

Saint Kitts and Nevis

These twin islands combine lush rainforests, volcanic landscapes, and historic sugar plantations.
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Top Highlights:

- Brimstone Hill Fortress: a UNESCO World Heritage Site
- Nevis Peak and Pinney?s Beach
- Carambola Beach and Frigate Bay
- Nevis Botanical Gardens
Anchorages & Moorings:
- Basseterre Harbour (St. Kitts)
- Nelson?s Spring Bay (Nevis)
- White House Bay (Nevis)
Montserrat
The "Emerald Isle of the Caribbean" is famous for its volcanic activity and rugged terrain.
Top Highlights:
- Soufriére Hills Volcano and the exclusion zone
- Little Bay Beach
- Montserrat Volcano Observatory
Anchoring Tips:

- Be aware of volcanic ash and potential hazards
- Check local advisories before anchoring

Navigational Tips and Safety Considerations
Navigating the northern Leeward Islands requires attention to detail and safety awareness.

Common Navigational Hazards

- Shallow reefs and coral heads near popular anchorages
- Strong trade winds and gusty conditions
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- Sudden weather changes, especially during the hurricane season
- Submerged rocks and uncharted hazards in certain areas

Best Practices for Safe Sailing

- Always consult current charts and local notices

- Maintain vigilant lookout, especially near reefs and in narrow channels
- Use GPS and AIS systems for real-time navigation

- Keep VHF radio tuned to local Coast Guard channels

- Secure the vessel properly when anchoring or mooring

Weather and Storm Preparation
- Monitor weather forecasts regularly
- Have a clear plan for seeking shelter in case of storms

- Ensure all safety equipment (life jackets, flares, first aid kit) is accessible

Popular Anchoring Spots and Marinas
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Choosing the right anchorage or marina can significantly enhance your cruising experience.

Antigua

- English Harbour: a bustling marina with excellent services
- Falmouth Harbour: popular for its lively atmosphere and amenities
- Deep Bay: ideal for quiet anchoring and snorkeling

Saint Kitts & Nevis

- Basseterre Harbour: convenient for provisioning and customs
- Nelson?s Spring Bay: tranquil anchorage with scenic views
- Frigate Bay: lively area with restaurants and bars

Montserrat

- Little Bay: protected anchorage with stunning views
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- Montserrat Yacht Club: a good base for exploring the island
Local Culture and Marine Activities
Engaging with local culture enriches your cruising experience.
Experiencing Local Festivals and Events

- Antigua Sailing Week (April)

- St. Kitts Music Festival (June)

- Montserrat Festival (October)
Snorkeling and Diving

- Explore coral reefs and vibrant marine life

- Visit wreck sites and underwater caves

- Use local operators for guided tours
Fishing Opportunities

- Deep-sea fishing for marlin, tuna, and mahi-mahi
- Reef fishing for snapper and grouper

Environmental Responsibility and Conservation

Preserving the beauty of the northern Leeward Islands is vital for future generations.

- Practice eco-friendly anchoring to avoid damaging coral reefs

- Dispose of waste properly and avoid polluting waters

- Support local conservation efforts and marine protected areas

- Be mindful of wildlife and avoid disturbing marine habitats

Conclusion
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The cruising guide to the northern Leeward Islands provides a roadmap to discovering some of the
most captivating and welcoming islands in the Caribbean. With careful planning, respect for local
customs and environment, and an adventurous spirit, sailors can enjoy a seamless voyage filled
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with unforgettable moments. Whether exploring Antigua's historic sites, Nevis's lush landscapes, or
Montserrat's volcanic scenery, the northern Leeward Islands promise an enriching and exhilarating
sailing adventure that will stay with you long after you leave these tropical waters.

Embark on your Caribbean sailing journey today, and let the northern Leeward Islands be your next
unforgettable destination!

The Cruising Guide to the Northern Leeward Islands offers an invaluable resource for sailors and
boaters eager to explore this stunning and diverse region of the Caribbean. Renowned for its
crystal-clear waters, sheltered anchorages, vibrant cultures, and breathtaking scenery, the northern
Leeward Islands encompass a collection of islands that promise both adventure and tranquility.
Whether you?re a seasoned sailor or a novice cruiser, this comprehensive guide provides detailed
insights, practical tips, and essential information to ensure a safe and enjoyable voyage through
these tropical waters.

Introduction to the Northern Leeward Islands

The northern Leeward Islands form a segment of the Caribbean archipelago, comprising several
islands that vary in size, character, and appeal. Typically including islands such as Antigua,
Barbuda, Saint Kitts, Nevis, Anguilla, and the Virgin Islands (British and U.S.), this region offers a
mix of lush landscapes, historic sites, luxury resorts, and vibrant local cultures. The area is favored
for its reliable trade winds, protected anchorages, and relatively straightforward navigation, making it
an ideal cruising ground.

This guide aims to familiarize cruisers with the key destinations, anchorages, marinas, and local
customs, along with safety considerations and practical advice. It is designed to help both first-time
visitors and seasoned sailors maximize their experience in this beautiful part of the Caribbean.

Navigation and Weather Conditions
Navigation Highlights

Navigating the northern Leeward Islands requires familiarity with Caribbean charts, local
navigational aids, and awareness of common hazards. Most cruising routes follow established
passages between islands, with many protected anchorages and marinas offering safe mooring
options.

- Main Navigational Aids: Buoys, beacons, and range markers are well-marked in major harbors.
- Common Hazards: Coral reefs, submerged rocks, and shifting shoals can pose risks; always
consult up-to-date charts.
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- Depths: Generally favorable; however, some passages near reefs and islands require cautious
navigation.

Weather and Wind Patterns

The climate in the northern Leeward Islands is characterized by warm temperatures year-round and
consistent trade winds, making sailing predictable and enjoyable.

- Trade Winds: Usually steady from November to June, blowing at 10-20 knots.

- Hurricanes: The hurricane season runs from June to November; always monitor weather
forecasts and plan accordingly.

- Best Cruising Season: December to April offers the most predictable weather and calmer seas.

Major Islands and Their Highlights
Antigua and Barbuda
Antigua is renowned for its 365 beaches?one for each day of the year?and a vibrant sailing scene.
Highlights:

- Nelson?s Dockyard: A historic British naval base with restored buildings, shops, and
restaurants.

- Antigua Race Week: An annual event attracting sailors worldwide.

- Deep Bay and Falmouth Harbour: Popular anchorages with good provisioning and services.
Pros:

- Rich maritime history.

- Excellent provisioning options.

- Good shelter in popular anchorages.
Cons:

- Can be crowded during peak season.
- Some anchorages may be busy or shallow.
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Saint Kitts and Nevis
This twin-island nation features lush mountains, colonial architecture, and a relaxed atmosphere.
Highlights:

- Basseterre: Capital city with markets and historic sites.

- Nevis Peak: Offers hiking adventures with stunning views.

- Frigate Bay: A lively area with restaurants, bars, and nightspots.
Pros:

- Rich history and culture.

- Scenic hiking and outdoor activities.

- Less crowded than Antigua.
Cons:

- Limited marina facilities compared to larger islands.

- Some anchorages can be exposed during northerly winds.
Anguilla
Known for its pristine beaches and exclusive resorts, Anguilla offers a luxurious cruising experience.
Highlights:

- Shoal Bay: One of the Caribbean?s most beautiful beaches.

- Sandy Ground: A vibrant area for dining and nightlife.

- Pristine anchorages with clear waters.
Pros:

- Quiet, upscale atmosphere.

- Excellent snorkeling and diving spots.
- Few crowds outside peak seasons.
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Cons:
- Limited marina facilities.
- Higher costs for provisioning and services.
British Virgin Islands (BVI) ? Virgin Islands North

While technically part of the Virgin Islands, the northern BVI is often included in the northern
Leeward cruising considerations.

Highlights:

- Tortola: Main island with marinas and provisioning.

- Jost Van Dyke: Famous for its lively beach bars.

- Norman Island: Legendary for snorkeling and the famous Willy T floating bar.
Pros:

- Well-developed infrastructure.

- Plenty of anchorages and marinas.

- Rich sailing and party scene.
Cons:

- Can be crowded during peak season.
- Higher mooring and marina fees.

Anchorages and Marinas
Top Anchorages
The region offers numerous protected anchorages suitable for overnight stays and day visits.
- Falmouth Harbour, Antigua: A bustling harbor with good holding and proximity to amenities.

- Deep Bay, Antigua: Protected by reef, excellent for anchoring overnight.
- Sandy Ground, Anguilla: A peaceful anchorage with stunning beaches.
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- Jost Van Dyke, BVI: A lively anchorage with easy access to bars and restaurants.

- Nelson?s Dockyard, Antigua: Offers a historic setting with sheltered anchoring.
Features to Consider:
- Bottom type (sand, coral, rock).
- Depth and swing room.
- Protection from prevailing winds.
Marinas and Mooring Fields
For those seeking marina services, the region boasts several options:
- Nelson?s Dockyard Marina (Antigua): Full-service marina with repair facilities.
- Tortola Marine Center (BVI): Well-equipped marina with provisioning and repairs.
- Sandy Ground (Anguilla): Mooring balls and limited marina services.
- Falmouth Harbour Marina: Popular for refueling and provisioning.
Pros:
- Access to fuel, provisions, and repairs.
- Safe harbor during storms or bad weather.
Cons:

- Costly compared to anchoring.
- Can be crowded during peak season.

Local Customs and Cultural Tips
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Understanding local customs enhances the cruising experience and fosters respectful interactions.

- Greetings: Friendly greetings are customary; a simple ?Good morning/afternoon? goes a long

way.

- Marine Etiquette: Always observe anchoring and mooring protocols; avoid anchoring on coral

reefs.
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- Environmental Responsibility: Use reef-safe sunscreens; dispose of waste properly; avoid
anchor damage.
- Local Laws: Be aware of customs regulations, visa requirements, and fishing restrictions.

Practical Tips for Cruising the Northern Leeward Islands

- Provisioning: Major islands like Antigua and Tortola have well-stocked supermarkets; smaller
islands may have limited supplies.

- Connectivity: Wi-Fi is available in marinas and some anchorages, but connectivity can be patchy
in remote areas.

- Language: English is the official language, making communication straightforward.

- Safety: Keep an eye on weather updates; always check charts before anchoring or maneuvering
near reefs.

Conclusion

The cruising guide to the northern Leeward Islands provides a roadmap to exploring one of the
Caribbean?s most captivating regions. With its combination of sheltered anchorages, scenic beauty,
rich history, and vibrant cultures, this area offers an unforgettable sailing experience. Proper
preparation, awareness of weather and navigation conditions, and respect for local customs are key
to making the most of your journey. Whether you?re seeking peaceful beaches, lively marinas, or
adventurous exploring, the northern Leeward Islands stand ready to welcome you aboard and
provide a truly memorable Caribbean adventure.

QuestionAnswer What are the top cruising destinations in the Northern Leeward Islands? The
top cruising destinations include Antigua, Barbuda, Saint Kitts, Nevis, Saint Barthelemy, and Saint
Martin, each offering unique beaches, anchorages, and cultural experiences. When is the best time
of year to cruise the Northern Leeward Islands? The ideal time is from December to April, during the
dry season with moderate winds and calm seas, ideal for comfortable sailing and exploring. What
are essential navigation tips for cruising in the Northern Leeward Islands? Key tips include
understanding local currents and wind patterns, being aware of reefs and shallow areas, and
consulting detailed charts and cruising guides for safe navigation. Are there any specific port
regulations or customs procedures to be aware of? Yes, each island has its own customs and
immigration procedures. It's important to check visa requirements, port fees, and obtain necessary
permits in advance to ensure smooth entry and exit. What are some recommended anchorages and
marinas in the Northern Leeward Islands? Popular spots include Nelson's Dockyard in Antigua,
Pillory Beach on Barbuda, and the marinas in St. Martin and Saint Barthelemy, known for their
facilities and scenic settings. How can | find reliable weather information for planning my cruise?
Use reputable marine weather websites, apps like Windy or Windfinder, and local cruising guides
that provide updated forecasts to plan your routes safely. What safety precautions should | take
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while cruising these islands? Ensure your vessel is well-maintained, carry updated charts, be aware
of changing weather conditions, and have safety equipment like life jackets, VHF radios, and
emergency supplies onboard.

Related keywords: Northern Leeward Islands, Caribbean sailing, yacht charter, island hopping,

marine navigation, cruising destinations, Caribbean sailing guide, Leeward Islands itinerary, nautical
charts, tropical cruising
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The Cruising Guide To The Northern Leeward

Island

The Cruising Guide to the Northern Leeward Island

the cruising guide to the northern leeward island opens up a world of turquoise
waters, lush landscapes, and vibrant island culture perfect for sailors and travelers alike.
Nestled in the northeastern Caribbean, the Northern Leeward Islands boast an alluring mix
of pristine beaches, charming harbors, and warm, welcoming communities. Whether

you're a seasoned cruiser or a ?rst-time island explorer, this guide will steer you through
the must-know details to make your sailing adventure seamless and unforgettable.
Getting to Know the Northern Leeward Islands

The Northern Leeward Islands are part of the Lesser Antilles, stretching from the Virgin
Islands to Guadeloupe. This chain includes notable islands such as Anguilla, St. Martin/Sint
Maarten, St. Barthélemy, and the smaller surrounding islets. Each island o?ers its own

unique ?avor, from French sophistication and gourmet cuisine to laid-back Caribbean
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vibes and scenic natural parks.

For sailors, understanding the geography and local culture can enhance your cruising
experience. The islands? proximity to one another makes hopping between them easy,
while their well-established marinas provide excellent facilities for yachts of all sizes.
Climate and Best Time to Cruise

The climate in the Northern Leeward Islands is tropical, with warm temperatures year-
round and a refreshing trade wind breeze. The prime cruising season runs from December
through April, when the weather is drier, and the seas are calmer. Outside this period, the
islands experience a wetter season with occasional tropical storms, so planning your trip
during the dry months ensures smoother sailing and more enjoyable island experiences.
What to Expect in Terms of Navigation

Navigating the Northern Leeward Islands is generally straightforward due to well-charted
waters and numerous safe anchorages. However, some islands feature shallow reefs and
tricky currents, so having updated charts and local knowledge is vital. Several islands
o?er o?cial cruising guides and pilot charts that detail mooring points, customs
procedures, and hazards.

Top Destinations in the Northern Leeward Islands for Cruisers

Exploring the Northern Leeward Islands by boat lets you discover hidden coves, bustling
marinas, and cultural treasures. Here are some must-visit spots to include in your
itinerary.

Anguilla: The Tranquil Escape
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Known for its powdery white sand beaches and crystal-clear waters, Anguilla is a haven
for relaxation. The island?s sheltered bays, like Road Bay and Crocus Bay, provide
excellent anchorage with nearby access to beach bars and local eateries serving fresh
seafood.

For cruisers, Anguilla o?ers a peaceful atmosphere away from the more tourist-heavy
islands. Snorkeling and diving enthusiasts will appreciate the vibrant coral reefs, while
those interested in local culture can explore the small villages and art galleries inland.
St. Martin / Sint Maarten: The Island of Two Nations

One of the most dynamic stops in the Northern Leeward Islands, St. Martin (French side)
and Sint Maarten (Dutch side) o?er a fascinating blend of cultures, languages, and
cuisines. The island is famous for its bustling marinas such as Simpson Bay Marina,
equipped with top-notch facilities and services catering to international yachts.

Beyond the marina, the island boasts lively nightlife, duty-free shopping, and gourmet
restaurants. The Maho Beach area, where planes ?y low over the runway, is a popular
spot for visitors seeking a unique experience. Cruisers will ?nd plenty of opportunities for
water sports, beach hopping, and island excursions.

St. Barthélemy (St. Barts): The Glamorous Getaway

St. Barts is synonymous with luxury and exclusivity. This small French island is renowned
for its upscale boutiques, world-class dining, and stunning anchorages like Gustavia

Harbor. While the mooring spots can be limited during high season, the scenic beauty and
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sophisticated ambiance make it a worthwhile stop.

Exploring St. Barts by boat gives cruisers access to secluded beaches and coves that are
otherwise hard to reach. The island?s rugged terrain and clear waters are perfect for
hiking and snorkeling adventures, while the charming capital town o?ers a glimpse into
French Caribbean elegance.

Essential Cruising Tips for the Northern Leeward Islands

Navigating these islands comes with its own set of considerations and helpful practices.
Here?s what to keep in mind for a smooth journey.

Customs and Immigration Procedures

Each island in the Northern Leeward chain has its own customs and immigration
requirements. It?s important to clear customs at your ?rst port of entry and keep all
necessary documentation on board. Some islands o?er electronic pre-clearance, which
can save time, but always verify current regulations before arrival.

Anchorages and Mooring

While many islands provide designated mooring balls and marinas, some of the quieter
spots require anchoring in sandy bays. It?s advisable to carry a reliable anchor and check
depths carefully. In popular harbors, mooring fees may apply, so budgeting accordingly
will help avoid surprises.

Provisioning and Supplies

The Northern Leeward Islands are well-equipped with supermarkets, fresh produce

markets, and specialty stores. Larger islands such as St. Martin and Anguilla have
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excellent provisioning options, including fuel docks and chandlers. However, smaller
islands may have limited supplies, so planning ahead is wise, especially if you?re cruising
for an extended period.

Local Weather and Safety

Pay attention to daily weather reports and stay updated on tropical storm warnings during
hurricane season (June to November). The trade winds generally blow from the east,
providing pleasant sailing conditions, but sudden squalls can occur. Having a reliable
weather app or marine radio onboard enhances safety.

Exploring Beyond the Harbors: Activities and Experiences

One of the joys of cruising the Northern Leeward Islands is the opportunity to immerse
yourself in diverse activities both on and 0? the water.

Snorkeling and Diving Adventures

The coral reefs and underwater ecosystems around Anguilla and St. Barts are spectacular.
Several dive shops and guided tours cater to all skill levels. Even casual snorkelers will
?nd vibrant marine life and calm waters ideal for exploration.

Island Hopping and Cultural Immersion

Sailing between islands lets you experience di?erent cultures in a short time. From French
pastries in St. Martin to local Caribbean music festivals in Anguilla, each stop o?ers unique
?avors and traditions. Take time to visit local markets, sample street food, and chat with

islanders to enrich your trip.
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Hiking and Nature Trails

For those who like to stretch their legs, several islands feature scenic hiking routes. St.
Barts o?ers trails with panoramic views of the coastline, while Anguilla?s wetlands and salt
ponds are perfect for birdwatching and nature walks. Packing comfortable shoes and a
camera will reward you with memorable vistas.

Final Thoughts on the Cruising Guide to the Northern Leeward

Island

Sailing through the Northern Leeward Islands is an experience that combines natural
beauty, cultural richness, and sailing ease. With its crystal-clear waters, varied island
personalities, and welcoming ports, this region is perfect for those looking to explore the
Caribbean by sea. Whether you?re anchoring 0? a secluded beach or docking in a lively
marina, the Northern Leeward Islands promise a cruising adventure full of discovery and
delight. So chart your course, prepare your vessel, and set sail for an unforgettable
journey through this captivating corner of the Caribbean.

Question

Answer

What is 'The Cruising Guide to

the Northern Leeward Island'

about?

It is a comprehensive guidebook designed for sailors

and cruisers, providing detailed information on
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navigating, anchoring, and exploring the Northern
Leeward Islands in the Caribbean.

Which islands are covered in

‘The Cruising Guide to the

Northern Leeward Island"?

The guide covers islands including Antigua, Barbuda,
Montserrat, Guadeloupe, St. Kitts, Nevis, and
surrounding smaller islands in the Northern Leeward
chain.

Does the guide include

navigational charts and

anchorage details?

Yes, the guide provides detailed navigational charts,
anchorage locations, depths, and safe passages
essential for cruisers.

Is "The Cruising Guide to the

Northern Leeward Island’

suitable for ?rst-time cruisers?

Yes, it 0?ers practical tips, local customs, weather

patterns, and safety advice making it suitable for
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both novice and experienced sailors.

Where can | purchase or access

"The Cruising Guide to the

Northern Leeward Island'?

The guide is available for purchase online through
sailing bookstores, Amazon, and sometimes in
marinas and yacht clubs in the Caribbean.

Does the guide provide

information about local culture

and amenities?

Yes, it includes useful details about local culture,
dining, provisioning, customs regulations, and
services available on the islands.

How often is 'The Cruising Guide

to the Northern Leeward Island’

updated?

The guide is typically updated every few years to
re?ect changes in navigational information,
regulations, and local infrastructure.

Can the guide help with weather

and seasonal sailing advice?
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Absolutely, it contains sections on prevailing winds,
hurricane season, and best times of year to cruise
the Northern Leeward Islands.

Does the guide recommend

speci?c marinas or mooring

options?

Yes, it lists recommended marinas, mooring ?elds,
and anchorages, along with contact information and
facilities available to cruisers.

Is "The Cruising Guide to the

Northern Leeward Island'

available in digital format?

Many editions are available in both print and digital
formats, allowing sailors to access the information on
tablets or smartphones while underway.

The Cruising Guide to the Northern Leeward Island

Vol. 2021, Issue 11

the cruising guide to the northern leeward island o?ers an essential resource

for

sailors, yacht enthusiasts, and travelers seeking to explore one of the Caribbean?s most

captivating maritime regions. Nestled in the northeastern Caribbean Sea, the Northern

Leeward Islands present a blend of lush landscapes, vibrant cultures, and navigational



The cruising guide to the northern leeward island Updated Version Vol. 2021, Issue 11

challenges that demand both preparation and insight. This guide aims to provide a
comprehensive overview of cruising these islands, emphasizing practical advice, key
destinations, and the unique characteristics that de?ne this part of the Caribbean.
Understanding the Northern Leeward Islands

The Northern Leeward Islands form a subregion of the Lesser Antilles, comprising several
prominent islands including Anguilla, Saint Martin/Sint Maarten, Saint Barthélemy (St.
Barts), Saba, and Sint Eustatius. These islands lie north of the main Leeward chain and are
popular stops on Caribbean cruising itineraries due to their accessibility, diverse o?erings,
and relatively calm sailing conditions.

From a maritime perspective, the Northern Leeward Islands bene?t from consistent trade
winds, which typically blow from the east or northeast, providing favorable sailing
conditions for east-to-west or west-to-east routes. However, seasonal weather patterns
such as the hurricane season (June to November) require careful planning and monitoring
to ensure safety.

Geographical and Navigational Features

Navigating the Northern Leeward Islands involves understanding the geographical layout
and key marine hazards. The islands vary in size and topography?from the ?at coral
terrain of Anguilla to the volcanic peaks of Saba and Sint Eustatius. This variation a?ects
anchorage options, harbor facilities, and weather patterns.

The waters around these islands are generally clear and shallow near the coastlines, with
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numerous coral reefs and rocky outcrops. While these reefs o?er stunning snorkeling
opportunities, they also require vigilant navigation to avoid grounding. Many marinas and
anchorages are well-charted, but smaller bays may lack detailed navigational aids.

Top Destinations for Cruisers in the Northern Leeward Islands

Each island in the Northern Leeward chain o?ers distinct experiences for cruisers,
blending natural beauty with cultural richness.

Anguilla: Pristine Beaches and Tranquil Waters

Anguilla is renowned for its white sandy beaches and crystal-clear waters, making it a
magnet for yachts seeking relaxation and water sports. The island?s coastline is dotted
with sheltered coves ideal for anchoring. Road Bay and Crocus Bay are popular spots
o?ering proximity to local amenities.

Marinas such as the one in Road Bay provide facilities for provisioning and fuel, while the
island?s calm seas facilitate easy access to nearby cays like Prickly Pear Island, perfect for
day excursions. The island?s laid-back atmosphere contrasts with some of the busier ports
in the region, appealing to cruisers looking for peace and privacy.

Saint Martin/Sint Maarten: A Cosmopolitan Hub

Saint Matrtin, split between French and Dutch territories, stands out as a bustling hub with
a vibrant nightlife, diverse cuisine, and extensive marina infrastructure. Marinas like
Marina Fort Louis (French side) and Simpson Bay Marina (Dutch side) accommodate large
yachts and o?er full-service amenities including customs and immigration.

The island?s dual governance provides a unique cultural experience and seamless cross-
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border movement for cruisers. Moreover, Saint Martin?s strategic location makes it a
convenient jJumping-0? point for exploring neighboring islands.

St. Barts: Luxury and Elegance

St. Barts has earned a reputation as a playground for the wealthy, with exclusive
boutiques, gourmet restaurants, and elegant harbors such as Gustavia. While anchorage
can be limited and often requires advanced reservations, the island?s charm lies in its
re?ned atmosphere and scenic vistas.

The harbor can be crowded during peak seasons, and anchoring outside the marina is
sometimes restricted, so cruisers should plan accordingly. The island?s infrastructure
caters primarily to yachts seeking premium services and leisure.

Saba and Sint Eustatius: Untouched Volcanic Jewels

Saba and Sint Eustatius, often overshadowed by their more touristic neighbors, o?er a
quieter and more rugged cruising experience. Both islands are volcanic in origin, with
steep underwater slopes and dramatic cli?s rising from the sea.

Saba?s harbor at Fort Bay is small but well-protected, while Sint Eustatius's Oranjestad
harbor provides basic facilities. Both islands emphasize eco-tourism, with excellent hiking
trails and vibrant marine parks, making them attractive for cruisers interested in nature
and adventure rather than nightlife or shopping.

Practical Considerations for Cruising the Northern Leeward

Islands
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Weather and Timing

The best time to cruise the Northern Leeward Islands is typically between December and
April, during the dry season when trade winds are steady and tropical storms are less
frequent. However, the region?s weather can be unpredictable, and hurricanes remain a
seasonal risk.

Cruisers should monitor weather updates closely and have contingency plans for sudden
changes. The relatively short distances between islands allow for quick shelter-seeking if
adverse conditions arise.

Customs, Immigration, and Entry Procedures

Because the Northern Leeward Islands fall under di?erent national jurisdictions (British,
French, Dutch, and independent territories), entry requirements vary. Some islands
require cruisers to clear customs upon arrival, while others have more relaxed policies for
short stays.

It is advisable to research each island?s protocols in advance to avoid delays or ?nes.
Many marinas o?er assistance with these procedures, and some provide pre-clearance
services.

Marina Facilities and Anchorage Options

Marina availability ranges from full-service luxury docks to more rustic mooring ?elds. For
example:

Simpson Bay Marina: One of the largest in the Caribbean, o?ering
comprehensive
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services including repairs, provisioning, and customs.

Road Bay Marina, Anguilla: Smaller but well-equipped for standard cruising
2.

yachts.

Fort Bay, Saba: Protected anchorage with limited dock space, more suited for
3.

smaller vessels.

Anchoring outside marinas is common and often free, but it requires careful attention to

local regulations and environmental protection zones, especially around coral reefs.

Cultural and Recreational Highlights for Cruisers

Beyond the practicalities of navigation and harbor logistics, the Northern Leeward Islands

o?er rich cultural experiences. French and Dutch in?uences blend with indigenous and
Afro-Caribbean traditions, re?ected in cuisine, festivals, and everyday life.

For those inclined to explore onshore, there are opportunities ranging from gourmet

dining in Gustavia to hiking the trails of Saba?s volcano or exploring historical sites in Sint
Eustatius. Water-based activities like snorkeling, diving, and paddleboarding complement

the cruising lifestyle, with some of the Caribbean?s healthiest coral reefs found in this

region.

The region?s local economies are heavily reliant on tourism, which means that cruisers

have access to a variety of services and experiences. However, this also underscores the
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importance of sustainable practices to preserve the natural beauty and cultural integrity
of the islands.

The cruising guide to the northern leeward island thus encapsulates not only navigational
insights but also an appreciation for the diverse environments and communities that
de?ne this maritime corridor. With thoughtful preparation, sailors can enjoy a seamless
blend of adventure, relaxation, and cultural enrichment while exploring one of the
Caribbean?s most fascinating cruising grounds.
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